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ARRAN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, s 


following 


PORT 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred 
(S 1566) for the relief of Constantin Ale xander Solomonides 
considered the same, r ports favorably thereon without 
and recommends that the bill do pass 


PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of perma: 
in the United States to Constantin Alexander Solomonides 
provides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the 
the required visa fee and hea tax. 


— 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is of the Greek race and was born 
Port Said, Egypt, on February 27, 1919. He was last admitted to the 
United States as a student on July Y, 1948, to study theology 
religious education at the Hartford Seminary Foundation, Hartford 
Conn. Following completion of his studies he accepted employment 
at St. George’s Greek Orthodox Church in Hartford, Conn 
religious teacher. He resides with his cousin and it is stated 1 
services are needed by the church where he is employed 

A letter dated Dece mber 20, 1951, to the chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney Gene 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

Hon. Par McCarran 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciar /. 
United States Se nate, Washington, D 
My Dear Senator: This is in response to vi 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S 
Alexander Solomonides, an alie1 
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‘The bill would provide that Constantin Alexander Solomonides shall be con- 
sidered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent res- 
idence as of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and 
head tax. It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control 
officer to deduct one number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. Solomonides, a citizen of Egypt, of the Greek race, was born 
in Port Said, Egypt, on February 27, 1919. He arrived in the United States at 
the port of Boston on July 9, 1948, and was admitted as a student under section 
4 (e) of the Immigration Act of 1924, destined to the Hartford Seminary Founda- 
tion, Hartford, Conn., to study theology and religious education. 

\t the time of entry the alien was in possession of an Egyptian passport, valid 
inti! December 10, 1951. He graduated from the Hartford Seminary School 
for Theology on May 17, 1950, with a degree of bachelor of divinity. Continuing 
his studies at the Hartford Seminary Foundation, he was graduated from its 
School of Religious Education on May 16, 1951, and received a master of arts 


degree. He is attached to St. George’s Greek Orthodox Church in Hartford, as 
a religious teacher, and instructs children of members of that church in religious 
education. He receives a monthly sum of $50, not as salary, but to assist him 


with the cost of transportation and general incidentals. Mr. Solomonides, who 
is not married, lives in Hartford with his cousin, Mrs. Frank de Freitas, and her 
husband, and is supplied board and lodging by them and, additionally, is given 
a weekly sum of $5 or $10 by Mr. de Freitas to help defray his incidental expenses. 
He stated that his tuition at the Hartford Seminary Foundation was paid by Mr. 
and Mrs. de Freitas. According to Mr. Solomonides, the board of directors of 
St. George’s Greek Orthodox Church intends to employ him as a religious teacher 
for their community, at a salary of $250 monthly, at such time as his immigration 
status is adjusted. 

The quota of Egypt, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed and an 
immigration visa is not readily obtainable. ‘The record fails to present considera- 
tions of sufficient merit to justify enactment of special legislation granting him 
a preference over other persons chargeable to the same quota. Furthermore, 
the adjustment of the status of students who have entered this country under 
section 4 (e) of the Immigration Act of 1924 to that of permanent residence would 
be defeating the purpose for which they were admitted, namely, to enable them 
to obtain their education here and then return to their own countries, where, 
because of their contacts and experiences in the United States, they might be able 
to create a better understanding between those countries and the United States. 
In addition, the enactment of this bill might encourage other aliens who are charge- 
able to oversubscribed quotas to gain entry into the United States as students 
and then seek to remain permanently, thus gaining a preference over those aliens 
who remain abroad and await their turns for quota immigration visas. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the bill. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
De puty d \itorne y Ge neral, 


Senator Brien McMahon, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in connection with the case: 

JUNE 21, 1951. 
Hon. Brien McMaunon, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C 

DEAR SENATOR McMauon: In reference to the enclosed letter dated June 18, 
1951, by Senator McCarran, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and 
in connection with the private relief bill, S. 1566, which has been introduced by 
you in the Senate for Constantin A. Solomonides, I wish to make known to you 
the following: 

(a) Constantin A. Solomonides, who is of Greek parentage and an Egyptian 
citizen, is a graduate of the Greek Seminary in Cairo, Egypt, and of the French 
and Eyptian University of Cairo. He was admitted into the United States of 
America on July 9, 1948, under Form I-94 No. T-125045 for the purpose of com- 
pleting his studies at the Hartford Seminary Foundation in Hartford, Conn., 
from which he has received a bachelor of divinity degree in May 1950 and a 
master of arts degree this past May (1951). 

b) Mr. C. A. Solomonides has not been engaged during his period of study in 
any kind of work whereby he accepted or was paid a salary. During his course 
of study he unselfishly assisted in the religious and educational programs of my 
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church in the capacity of director of religious education and teacher of the Greek 
language in the parochial school. He has been of vital influence to the develop- 
ment and moral advancement of the pupils of the parochial and Sunday schools 
and of the senior and intermediate boys and girls of my church. His services 
were entirely voluntary and to the present moment is continuing to render such 
on the same basis. 

(c) Mr. C. A. Solomonides has been a resident at the Hartford Seminary Foun- 
dation, 55 Elizabeth Street, during the period of this stay in this country and at 
the present time is being supported financially by his cousins, Mr. and Mrs. 
de Freitas, 58 Bonner Street, Hartford, Conn., with whom he is living at the 
present. He will receive their support and that of Mr. George Anagnos, of Irving- 
ton, N. J., while not on the payroll of the Greek Orthodox Church. The church 
will give full employment to Mr. C. A. Solomonides as director of religious edu- 
cation, Greek school teacher, and director of social activities of the yvouth clubs 
and church choirs, and will pay him wages immediately upon the passing of his 
relief bill, S. 1566. 

(d) Mr. C. A. Solomonides is not engaged in any activities, political or other- 
wise, injurious to the American public interest. 

(é) Mr. ©. A Solomonides has never been convicte d for the offense of a Federal 
or State law. 

Sincerely, 
Perer H. STAMOPOULOS. 
NicHoLas Korras 


JUNE 21, 1951. 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT, 
County of Hartford, ss: 

Personally appeared Peter H. Stamopoulos and Nicholas Kottas, signers and 
sealers of the foregoing instrument, who acknowledged the same to be their free 
act and deed, before me 

[SEAL] SaraH M. Cronin, 

Notary Public. 

My commission expires April 1, 1953. 





GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH ST. GEORGE, 
Ha ‘tfor 1, Conn., June 21, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator McCarran: At a recent meeting of the board of directors 
of my church the members of the board approved of the full employment of 
Mr. Constantin Alexander Solomonides as director of religious education, teacher 
of the parochial school, and director of the social activities of the youth clubs and 
the church choirs. 

It was also decided that he be paid wages upon the passing of his relief bill, 
S. 1566. 

At the present time he is being supported financially by his cousins here in 
Hartford and in Irvington, N. J. 

We sincerely hope that you will consider Mr. C. A. Solomonides for permanent 
residence in our country. He is needed by us and we are absolutely positive 
that he will become in time a loyal American citizen to be proud of, 

Sincerely, 
Rev. P. NicHoLaAs PAPAGEORGE, 
Pastor. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1566) should be enacted. 


O 





